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C^o   vLOnc  of  the  prerequisites  of  good  aocinl  planning  for  on  area  is  the      -^^ 


^0'^ 


■^0 
availability  of  a  sound  data  base  from  which  to  draw  conclusions  and  make 

predictions.   Such  infomir.tion  as  the  population  of  en  area,  the  proportion 


.'==^ 


of  fatherless  families,  the  age  structure,  and  the  educational  background  all  -^ 

provide  indications  of  the  most  effective  ways  in  which  community  resources  >^ 
may  be  allocated  to  given  areas. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  provide  such  a  data  base  for  the  : 


^ South  City  area  of  Boston'v.  This  area  consists  of  the  following  neighborhoods: 
South  Dorchester,  Roslindalo,  Hyde  Park,  Jamaica  Plain,  and  West  PvOxbury. 

The  information  prcsonfed  is  based  primarily  on  the  1970  Census 
of  Population  and  Housing  and  is  organized  into  two  categories  --  (1)  pop- 
ulation and  family  composition,  and  (2)  socioeconomic  characteristics. 
In  some  cases  trend  data  arc  also  reported,  based  on  cow»43cisons  of  the 
1970  data  with  those  for  1960. 


C\rt^      h 


^Reports  on  the  North  City,  West  City,  und^  Center  City  arc  also 
availal'lc  as  part  of  thin  series. 


POPULATION  AND  F/vMILY  COMPOSITION  ♦ 

Total  Population       * 
> ^^ 

Like  other  cities  in  the  United  States-,  the  city  of  Boston  is  losing 

population  steadily.   The  total  'population  for  the  City  of  Boston  in  1970 

vas  641,071  persons  (See  Table  A,  Appendix).   This  figure  reflects  the 

dramatic  decrease  in  population  that  has  been  taking  place  since  the  1950 

I 
census.   Between  19^  and  1960  Boston  lost  104,247  residents.   From  1960  to 

1970,  the  loss  was  56,126  persons,  or  an  eight  percent  decrease  in  total 

".population. 

Three  of  the  South  City's  five  neighborhoods  did  not  follow  the 

■•overall  city  trend  of  loss  in  population  (See  Table  1,  below).  These 

'are  South  Dorchester  (27,  gain),  VJest  Roxbury  (237o"gain),  and  Hyde 

Park  (16%  gain).  The  city  trend  was  supported  however  in  Roslindale  (7'/,  loss) 

and  Jamaica  Plain  (7*/.  loss). 

•  .,     TABLE  1 

CHANGES  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  POPULATIONS  FROM  1960  TO  1970 

Neighborhood  1960  Population 

Roslindale  41467 

South  Dorchester  \^74135 

West  Roxbury  '  25328 

Jamaica  Plain  35373 

Hyde  Park  33123 

'  Racial  Composition 

'  Although  the  total  poj^ulation  of  Boston  has  decreased  eight  percent 
from  1960  to  1970,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  seventy  percent  in  the 

•non-white  population*  (See  Tabic  B,  Appendix).   All  of  the  neighborhoods 
of  the  South  City  showed  significant  increases  in  non-white  population.  South 
Dorchester  had  by  far  the  greatest  increase,  changing  from  384  non-whites 


1970  Population 

%  ChanRe 

40070 

-77. 

75505 

27. 

31190 

237. 

33060 

-77. 

38264 

167. 

*Kor  the  1960  Cencus,  "non-white"  includes  Negroes,  American  Indians, 
Japanese,  Chinese,  Filipinos,  Koreans,  Asian  Indians,  and  Malayans.   For  the 
1970  Cea.-.us,  "non-white"  was  obtained  by  subtracting  "white"  from  "total 
population".  * 
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in  1960  to  15, AGS  non-whtt:c;i  in  1970,  Tor  nn  increase  of  A0287,.   Hyde 

Park,  Jnmaica  Plain  and  West  Roxbury  al.so  had  large  gains  in  non-white       '  •• 

I 
population  froai  1960  to  1970,  with  increases  of  3847,,  391Z  and  2837. 

respectively.  Roslindale  showed  a  smaller  increase  in  non-white  population  (897.) 

Nativity 

i  •     '. 

The  1970  Census  shows  Boston  to  be  composed  of  a  population  of 

diverse  origins.  Only  637.  of  the  population  \ias   U.S. -born  vjith  native 

parents,  while  377,  had  a  distinct  ethnic  backgrounds,  either  foreign-born 

j 
or  of  foreign  or  mixed  parentage.  Of  those  persons  of  foreign  stock,  the 

most  sizeable  groups  originated  in  Ireland  and  Italy  (Sec  Table  C,  Appendix).- 

All  of  the  five  South  City  neighborhoods  had  a  relatively  high 

percentage  of  foreign  stock:  South  Dorchester,  397,;  Hyde  Park,  A17,; 

Jamaica  Plain,  487,;  Roslindale,  487,;  West  Roxbury,  447,.   In  South 

Dorchester,  Roslindale,  Jamaica  Plain,  and  West  Roxbury,  the  highest 

percentages  of  foreign  stock  h^d  Ireland  for  a  country  of  origin.   In 

Hyde  Park,  however,  the  highest  percentage  had  Italy  for  a  country  of        "  •  . 

origin.   In  addition,  there  v;as  a  rather  large  group  of  USSR  foreign  stock 

in  South  Dorchester,  a  large  group  of  Italian  foreign  stock  in  Roslindale, 

large  groups  of  Canadian  foreign  stock  in  Jamaica  Plain  and  West  Roxbury,    "  . 

and  a  large  group  of  Irish  foreign  stock  in  Hyde  Park. 

,'"'■■'''  I'  '-    '  .  , . 

■  \  '■  ■         '     • 

Age  Patterns  •   . 

In  order  to.  plan  for  and  provide  appropriate  services  to  a  community, 

it  is  necessary  to  know  something  about  the  age  patterns  in  that  community. 

Whether  to  concentrate  on  facilities  for  the  aged,  for  children,  or  for 

young  or  middle-aged  adults  depends  upon  the  relative  proportion  of  each 

ago  group  in  the  population.         •  *         ■ 

A         , 


I 

■^   When  viewed  as   a  totality,  the  City  of  Boston  had  the  follov;in2  ago 
'structure  in  1970:  5  years  and  under,  9'/.;  6-20  years,  277,;  21-64  years,  51*/,; 
65  and  over,  137.. 

The  age  patterns  for  the  five  South  City  neighborhoods  vere  very  similar 
to  the  age  pattern  of  the  city  as  a  vhole  (See  Table  D,  Appendix).   In  all 
cases  the  21-64  year  old  category  was  by  far  the  largest  and  was  followed,  in 
order  of 'decreasing  amount,  by  the  6-20  year  old  category,  the  65  and  over  category, 
and  the  5  and  under  category.  Moreover,  in  all  cases,  the  21-64  year  old  category 
vas  roughly  twice  the  size  of  the  6-20  year  old  category. 

•Tnmily  Structure       v    '   .'  ;  '  .< 

'.   Other  information  which  may  be  useful  to  social  planners  concerns  the 
"vpes  of  family  structure  in  a  given  area.  For  exaniple,  a  large  proportion 
of  fatherless  families  in  an  area  might  point  up  the  need  for  boys'  club 
or  Big  Brother  programs. 


'  .   In  the  City  of  Boston  in  1970  there  were  165056  families  reported.  Of 
this  total,  747,  were  husband-wife  families,  57»  had  male  hedds  other  than  the 
father,  and  '217,  were  headed  by  females,       ,  ■  .  • 

'  '  '   Ofothe  five  neighborhoods  of  the  South  City,  two  had  approximately  the 
same  proportion  of  family  types  as  did  the  city  as  a  whole. .  South  Dorchester 
had  747,  husband-v;ife  families,  47,  families  with  a  ir^le  head  other  than  the 
father,  and  227,  families  with  female  heads.   Jamaica  Plain  had  737,  husband-wife 
families,  57,  families  with  a  male  head  other  than  the  father,  and  227,  families 
with  female  heads. 

The  remaining  neighborhoods  tended  to  have  a  somewhat  higher  percentage 
of  husband-wife  families  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  percentage  of 


fomllies  vith  fcmfllc  heads,  as  indicated  below: 
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Hydu  Park 
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837, 

47. 

137. 

Roslindala 

.. 

797. 

47. 

177.   ■•. 

West  Roxbury 
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SOCIOECONQ-IIC  CHARACTERISTICS 

Education 

] 
One  ol;  the  priniary  indices  of  the  quality  of  life  of  an  arcn  is  the 

level  of  education  achieved  by  its  residents.   Some  indication  of  the 

level  of  education  in  Boston  is  available  in  the  Fourth  Count  Census  data,  in 

vhich  approximately  one  out  of  five  Boston  residents  were  sampled.   This  data, 

which  applies  only  to  those  25  years  of  a^e  or  older,  yields  the  following 

percentages  for  the  City  of  Boston: 


TABLE  2 

NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED  BY  BOSTON  RESIDENTS 

White   .  Black  Spanish 

Population  Populntion  Population 

257,  297.         447, 

207.  26%         167, 

357.  33%         20% 

. 9%  8%          9% 

11%  4%    '    11% 


Number  of  School 

Total 

Years  Comnloted 

Population 

0-8  Years 

26% 

1-3  Yrs.  Hich  School 

21% 

High  School  Graduate 

34% 

1-3  Yrs.  College 

9% 

College  Grad  or  More 

10% 

From  this  table  it  can  be  seen  that  47%  of  the  total  responding  did  not 

complete  high  school.  Viewed  in  terms  of  racial  or  ethnic  groupds,  45%  of 

the  white  sample,  55%  of  the  black  sample, • and  60%  of  the  Spanish*  sample 

failed  to  complete  high  School. 

Of  the  five  neighborhoods  in  South  City,  three  showed  overall  educational 

patterns  that  are  consistent  with  the  city  as  a  whole  (See  Tables  E1-E5,  Appendix). 

Roslindale,  South  Dorchester,  and  Jamaica  Plain  had  43%,  43%,  and  48%  non-high 

school  graduates  respectively.   However,  a  breakdown  by  ethnic  or  racial  groups 

yields  interesting  differences  between  certain  of  these  neighborhoods  and 

the  city  as  a  whole.  .For  example,  in  Roslindale  both  the  Black  and  Spanish 

samples  had  higher  percentages  of  college  graduates  than  did  both  the  white 

sample  and  the  ncighl)orhood  as  a  whole.   There  werp  11%  Black  and  17%  Spnni:;h 

col  l(-yo   y-r/i.1iiate.-i  an  coaipareJ  v;I.Lh  87.  in  l!u^  white  ;-niiiple  and  S':,  in  the 

*MSp/inisli"  rcfcri!  to  thojo  per;)oa:;  for  who-.i  Spanish  is  the  uioilior  tongue. 


r 


'■  ncicliL)orl\ood  ns  n  vholc.   In  South  Dorchester,  the  perccnt/icc  of  college 
w  graduates  in  the  Sp.Tnish  sample  (9%)  vas  higher  than  that  for  the  v.-hite 
sample (7Z),  wliilo  the  perccntasc  in  tlie  Black  sample  (4'/,)  was  lowest  of 
the  three.   In  contrast,  'Jamaica  Plain  had  a  slightly  higher  percentage  of 
•  ..  Black  college  graduates  (127o)  than  appeared  in  either  the  Spanish  (11%)  or 
white  (117,)  samples.        \  • 

In  the  two  remaining  neighborhoods  of  the  South  City,  Hyde  Park  and 
;  West  Roxbury,  educational  levels  for  the  total  populations  are  higher  than 
those  for  the  city  as  a  v7hole.   Thus,  in  Uyde  Park  we/find  that  only  397, 

of  the  total  sample  did  not  complete  high  school,  and  in  West  Roxbury  we  find 

I 
this  figure  to  be  even  lower  (29%) .  However,  this  relatively  low  percentage 

■.  in  West  Roxbury  masks  the  fact  that  fully  837,  of  the  Black  sample  in  that 

I 
'  area  failed  to  complete  high  school, 

Hyde  Park  also  differs  from  the  city  profile  in  that  the  highest 

".  percentage  of  college  graduates  was  found  in  the  Spanish  sample  (33%) 

•*  while  the  Black  samples  was  the  second  highest  group  in  this  category  (12% 

college  graduates)  and  the  vihite  sample  had  the  lowest  percentage  (7%) . 

Occupation  ,•  .   / 

Another  index  of  the  quality  of  life  of  a  given  area  is  the  type  of 
occupation  in  which  persons  in  that  area  are  engaged.   Such  data  may 
be  found  in  the  Fourth  Count  of  the  1970  Census.  Again,  approximately 
one  out  of  five  employed  persons  was  sampled.  The  occupational  breakdown 
for  all  of  Boston  in  1970  can  be  seen  in  Table  3  below. 


({ 
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TABLE  3 
OCCUPATTOM  OF  BOSTON  PvESlni- NTS 

Occupntion          ,     •  PcrcGntcnr:o  of  Snmpla 

Professional,  Technical  ^          177. 

Manngcrs,  Administrators  —    67. 

■;  •     Sales              .   I   .  '.             67.   • 

Clerical  287. 

Craftsmen,  Foremen  ".   <   •       107. 

'       Operatives  (except  transport)  •   ,  .  ,  .   107. 

Transport  Equipment  Operatives  .37. 

Laborers  (except  farm)  •   A%     • 

Service  (except  private  household)  15% 

•  Private  Household  Workers   ,  '  ;    .      1%  ' 

Farm  Workers              "■  .  ■    •           * 

N  2A6739 

As  indicated  in  the  table,  the  occupational  category  for  the  highest 

percentage  of  vorkers  is  Clerical.  Moreover,  the  table  ^shows  that  577,  of 

those  sampled  were  in  white-collar  occupations  (i.e.,  Professional,  Technical, 

Managers,  Administrators,  Sales,  and  Clerical. 

With  one  exception,  occupational  data  for  the  South  City  are  very 
similar  to  those  for  the  city  as  a  whole  (See  Tables  F-1  to  F-5,  Appendix). 
Thus,  in  South  Dorchester,  Roslindale,  Jamaica  Plain  and  Hyde  Park,  the 
occupational  category  with  the  greatest  percentage  of  respondents  is 
Clerical^  Moreover,  for  these  neighborhoods,  the  percentage  of  workers  in 
white-collar  occupations  is  similar  to  that  for  the  City  --  South  Dorchester,  5A7.;. 
Roslindale,  537o;  Jamaica  Plain,  537,;  and,  Hyde  Park,  547,.  ; 

When  the  data  for  these  four  neighborhoods  are  broken  down  into  racial 

and  ethnic  components,  a  slightly  different  pattern  emerge?.  Although" 

the  figures  for  the  white  sample  are  very  close  to  those  for  the  city 

as  a  whole,  those  for  the  Black  and  Spanish  samples.   For  the  black  samples 

in  Roslindale  and  Jamaica  Plain,  the  largest  category  of  employment  is 

Service.   In  South  Dorchester  there  is  a  tie  for  the  largest  category,  with  Clerical 

and  Operative  categories  both  containing  217,  of  those  Blacks  reporting.   The 

Professional,  Technical  category  ranks  highest  for  Hyde  Park  Blacks.  Also, 

in  these  neighborhoods,  the  percentages  of  Blacks  in  vhitc-collar  occupations 

are  lower  than  that  for  the  city  as  a  whole  --  South  Dorchester,  397,; 
*     VcAs tcrisk  represents  less  than  .57,. 


Roslindalc,  357,;  Jamnica  Plain,  A47,;  and,  Hyde  Park,  51*/.. 

For  the  Spanish  populations  in  the  aforementioned  neighborhoods,  the 
highesl:  percentages  of  workers  are  found  in  the  Service  (South  Dorchester), 
Professional,  Technical  (Roslindale),  Operatives  (Janiaica  Plain)  and 
Clerical  (Hyde  Park).    \| 

Of  the  South  City  neighborhoods,  the  one  exception  to  the  city 
occupational  pattern  was  West  Roxbury.  Although  the  largest  occupational 
category  (like  the  city)  is  Clerical,  the  percentage  of  the  West , Roxbury 
.sample  in  white  collar  occupations  was  677...  This  figure  is  considerably 
higher  than  that  for  the  city,  and  is,  in  part,  due  to  the  high  percentage 
of  West  Roxbury  workers  in  the  Professional,  Technical  category  (217o). 

■  ■  ■ '    .   ■•    I  •  . 
Total  Family  Income  ■   ,  •  '■   " 

Closely  related  to  occupational  category  is  the  factor  of  total 
family  income. '  Once  again  these  data  are  obtained  from  the  Fourth 
Counts  of  the  1960  and  1970  Censuses  and  reflect  the  sampling  procedure 
of  obtaining  information  from  one  out  of  five  families.. 

According  to  the  census,  the  median  family  income  for  the  City 

of  Boston  in  1960  was  $5747.   In  1970  this  figure  rose  to  $9133,  for 

an  increase  of  597o.  Table  4  shows  the  percentage  of  city  residents 

in  each  income  category  for  1970. 

TABLE  4 
INCOME  CATEGORY  OF  BOSTON  RESIDENTS 

In c om o  C n t. e r; o ry  PorcGntaRo  of  S.imple 

Under  $2999        .  ^   '       ■.:  '             107. 

.  $3000-$5999      .   '    \'     •  •■  177, 

$6000-8999          yl      _  .  ■   ,  .  .         227.   ' 

$9000-$11999        ■'.    "      '  .  .   ■          207. 

$12000-14999              ■  .   •  137. 

$15000-24999        ,  .      .  •  157. 

$25000  and  over    •  '           .  ^             37.           ^ 

In  all  of  the  five  neighborhoods  of  the  South  City,  the  median  family  . 
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|incomd5  were  greater  thnn  thnt  for  the  city  qg  a  v;holo.   These  modinns  v7crc : 
.  South  Dorchester,  $9658;  Ronlindnlc,  $lO,65''t;  Jamnlca  Plnin,  $9,610;  West 
.  Roxbury,  12,306;  and  Ilydo  Park,  $10,670.   In  all  of  these  neighborhoodc,  except 
'West  Roxbury,  the  highest  percentage  of  families  fell  into  either  the 
$6000-$8999  category  or  the  $9000-11999  category.  .In  West  Roxbury,  the  category 
vith  ,thc  highest  percentage  of  families  was  the  S15000-$2A999  category.   This 
.  seems  consistent  with  the  fact  that  West  Roxbury  had  a   considerably  higher 
percentage  of  respondents  in  the  Professional,  Technical  occupational 
category  than  did  the  other  South  Cityncighborhoods . 

•  When  the  total  populations  of  the  South  City  are  broken  down  into 
"white.  Black  and  Spanish  components,  substantial  differences  among 
these  suj^populations  may  be  seen  (See  Tables  G-1  to  G-5,  Appendix).   For 
the  white  populations,,  the  distributions  of  incomes  are  very  similar  to 
those  for  the  corresponding  neighborhoods  as  a  whole.  Ho^^ever,  in  every 
South  City  neighborhood  the  median  income  for  Blacks  is  lo\^er  than  the 
median  income  for  the  total  neighborhood  and  for  the  white  subpopulation. 
Thus,  while  the  median  family  income  for  whites  in  the  South  City  ranges 
from  $9,724  to  $12,303,  the  median  for  Blacks  ranges  from  $2,000  to  $8,833. 
For  the  Spanish  subpopulation,  median  income  was  lower  than  the  median 
for  the  neighborhood  as  a  whole  in  South  Dorchester,  Roslindale  and  Jamaica 
Plain.   However,  in  Hyde  ^Park  the  Spanish  median  family  income  was  higher 
than  that  for  the  neighborhood  as  a  whole. 
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SUI'IMARY 
Ronl  intlnl  o 

s.     Althou^li  Roslind.nlc  lost  seven  pci'ccnt;  o£  its  total  population  bctv/ccn 

1960  nnd  1970,  it  experienced  an  397.  increase  in  its  non-vhitc  population 

during  the  same  period. 

There  vas  a  relatively  large  group  of  persons  of  foreign  stock  in  this 

.area  (48%  of  the  population).   Of  this  group,  the  highest  percentage  claimed 

Ireland  as   their  country  of  origin  and  the  next  highest  percentage  claimed 

Italy. 

The  age  structure  in  this  area  was  very  similar  to  that  for  the  city  as 

a  whole,  with  the  largest  age  group  consisting  of  persons  between  the  ages  of 

■  21  and  64. 

In  regard  to  family  structure,  Roslindale  had  a  somevjhat  higher  than 

average  percentage  of  husband-wife  families  (797e.)  with  a  correspondingly 

less  than  average  percentage  of  female-headed  families  (177.) . 

Forth-three  percent  of  the  area's  residents  did  not  complete  high  school, 

but  IIT,  of  the  Black  sample,  177,  of  the  Spanish  sample,  and  87.  of  the 

•white  sample  completed  college. 

The  largest  employment  category  in  this  neighborhood  was  Clerical,  and 

,53%  of  its  workers  v/ere  in  white-collar  occupations. 

Median  family  income  for  Roslindale  was  $10,654,  which  is  higher  than 

that  for  the  city  as  a  whole.  Moreover,  the  largest  percentage  of  families 

"were  in  the  $9, 000-$ll,999  income  bracket. 
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Jnnnlcn  Pintn 
^    BcLwcon  1960  and  1970,  Jnmaicn  Plnin  lor.t  cevcn  percent  of  its  total 
population.   However,  its  non-wliite  population  increased  from  282  to 
1384,  for  an  increase  of  3917,. 

Thi%  area  had.  a  relatively  high  percentage  of  foreign  stock,  and  the 
two  largest  ethnic  groups  verc  the  Irish  and  the  Canadians. 

The  age  pattern  in  this  area  was  very  similar  to  that  for  the  city 
as  n  whole,  with  the  highest  percentage  cf  residents  being  included  in  the 
21-64  year  old  category.  • 

In  ternis  of  family  structures,  Jiimaica  Plain  was  about  average,  having 
737»  husband-v;ife  families  and  227,  families  with  female  heads. 

A  slightly  higher  than  average  percentage  of  this  area's  residents 
did  not  complete  high  school  (487,),  but  127,   completed  college. 

The  greatest  oercentage  of  workers  in  this  area  were  in  clerical 

positions  and  537,  of  its  workers  were  in  white-collar  occupations. 

■  ■    ■       ■      * 
Jamaica  Plain's  median  family  income  was  $9618  which  is  slightly 

higher  than  that  for  the  city  as  a  whole.  The  most  frequently  reported 

income  bracket  vjas  $6000-$8999.    '      "~'  '  •    '" 


) 


diiait:. 


Hydo  Pnrk 

« 

Botvcen  1960  nnd  1970  on  additional  5141  persons. moved  into  Hyde 
Park,  for  a  16%  increase  in  total  population.   During  this  same  period,  the 
non-white  population- grev;  from  112  to  430. 

A  relatively  large  percentage  of  this  area's  residents  were  classified- 
as  foreign  stock  (417,),  with  Italy  and  Ireland  being  the  most  frequently 
reportc'd  countries  of  origin. 

The  age  pattern  in  Hyde  Park  was  very  similar  to  that  for  the  city  as  a 
vhole;  the  greatest  percentage  of  its  residents  were  included  in  the  21-64 
year  old  category. 

A  somewhat  higher  than  average  percentage  of  this  arpa's  families  were 
husband -wife  families  (S3%),  while  a  relatively  small  amount  ware  headed 
by  females  (137.).  '  •   ■ 

The  educational  level  in  Hyde  Park  was  somewhat  different  than  that 

for  the  city  as  a  whole.  Only  397.  of  the  population  did  not  complete 

high  school,  but  only  77,  completed  college. 

Fifty-four  percent  of  this  area's  workers  were  in  white-collar 

i        .  , 

occupations,  and  the  most  frequently  reported  job  category  was  Clerical. 

i 
Hyde  Park's  median  family  income,  at  $10,670,  was  slightly  higher 

than  average,  and  the  highest  percentage  of  families  was  in  the  $9,000-$ll,999 
income  bracket. 


Vc!^t   RoxVniry 

Unlike  the  city  as  a  whole,  West  Roxbury  shoved  a  substantial  increase  in 

population  froni  1960  to  1970.   Total  population  for  the  area  increased  by 

♦ 

5862  persons,  for  a  237,  increase.  Moreover,  during  the  same  time  period,  the 

non-white  population  increased  by  2837o. 

West  Roxbury  had  a  higher  than  average  percentage  of  foreign  stock  (267.). 

i 
The  most  frequently  reported  country  of  origin  was  Ireland,  and  the  second 

most  frequently  reported  as  Canada, 

In  terms  of  age  patterns,  this  area  v7as  very  similar  to  the  city  as  a 
vhole,  with  the  greatest  percentage  of  its  residents  being  included  in  the 
21-64  year  old  category. 

Of  611  families  in  this  area,  a  relatively  high  percentage  were  husband- 
wife  families  (837o),  and  only  137o  were  headed  by  feiTiales. 
I  '  The  educational  level  in  this  area  was  somewhat  higher  than  that  for  the 
city  as  s  whole.   Only  297,  of  the  population  did  not  complete  high  school 
while  167,  completed  college. 

Alt.hough  the  largest  occupational  category  (like  the  city)  was  Clerical, 
the  percentage  of  this  area's  workers  who  were  in  white-collar  jobs  was 
677.,  considerably  higher  than  the  corresponding  figure  for  the  city  as  a  v/hole. 

Financially,  West  Roxbury  was  wealthier  than  the  city  ^s  a  vjhole.   Its 

median  family  income  was  $12,306,  as  compared  with  $9133  for  the  city.  Moreover, 

* 

the  highest  percentage  of  its  families  V7as  included  in  the.  $15,000-$24,999 
income  category,       '         ,   •.  '    . 
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South  Dorclic.'^tor       . 

Frora  1960  to  1970  South  Dorchester  added  1370  residents  to  its  total 
population,  for  an  increase  of  2%.  This  figure  is  soir.evhat  misleading,  however, 
since  15,084  non-whites  moved  into  the  neighborhood  during  the  same  tine 
period. 

This  area  had  a  slightly  higher  than  average  percentage  of  foreign 
stock  (397.),  with  Ireland  and  Russia  being  the  most  frequently  reported 
countries  of  origin.  • 

In  terms  of  family  structure,  the  South  Dorchester  profile  is  almost 
identical  to  Boston  City's.  In  South  Dorchester  74%  of  all  families  vjere 
husband -wife  families,  while  227.  were  headed  by  females. 

Forty-three  percent  of  those  questioned  did  not  complete  high  school,  and 

the  percentage  of  those  who  comnleted  college  (67«)  was  somewhat  lower  than 

I         ■  •   •■ 
the  city  average  (107.) .    I  . 

I        • 
The  largest  group  of  South  Dorchester  workers  were  in  clerical  "occupations, 

and  547o  of  the  total  were  in  white-collar  jobs. 

Median  family  income  for  this  area  v;as  $9658  —  slightly  higher  than 

I 
the  cit;y  median.  The  largest  number  of  families  were  included  in  the 

$9,000-$11,999  income  bracket. 
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